Appendix: Introduction letter template for a politician
Possible content: Please adjust the text in brackets to the respective topic, to your organisation´s needs, and to the situation in your country.[Insert the logo of your organisation]


[Your header: Name and postal address of your organisation]
[Name and postal address of the politician/key stakeholder]
[Date]
[Insert a catchy subject, e.g.: Kindly support for the European Standards of Care for Newborn Health]

Dear [insert exact title and name of the politician],
Thank you for the political leadership you provide for our [insert community/country]. As [a citizen/organisation] who is concerned about the general developments in health services, [I/we] value the role you play in shaping the policies that can lead to greater improvements for [our city, our country and our world]. However, we need to do more and that is why we need your support.
Today, it is my great please to introduce the European Standards of Care for Newborn Health to you. Initiated by the European Foundation for the Care of Newborn Infants (EFCNI), the 96 standards available at www.newborn-health-standards.org were developed by more than 220 leading experts from 35 countries – parent representatives, healthcare professionals, as well as further stakeholders from industry and NGOs. [Shortly present your organisation and also outline if and how your organisation has been supporting the standards, e.g. if you have been one of the experts who developed the standards or if your organisation endorsed the standards].
What makes this project outstanding is that patients – preterm and ill babies – represented by parent organisations, were involved in absolutely every step in the development of the standards. By bringing together people with similar objectives in the area of preterm birth, the standards will sustainably improve clinical care, policy and support for preterm and ill babies, and their families.
As you may already be aware, [insert the correct prevalence figure for your country e.g. ‘one in ten babies is born preterm worldwide and the numbers are growing’]. Being born early can affect these children’s development. Not only do these challenges have an impact on children’s health, but they also place a considerable burden on the child’s family, our healthcare system, and wider society. So far, there have been no binding transnational guidelines or standards to ensure that preterm and ill babies have access to and receive the high-quality care they deserve and that parents get all the information and support they need.
The European Standards of Care for Newborn Health, therefore, suggest a number of practical steps that should be applied in hospitals in [insert your country] to improve health outcomes for preterm and ill babies. We believe this will make sure that the needs of vulnerable babies, their parents, and caregivers are prioritised and met, and give babies the best possible chance of living healthy, happy lives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bringing key stakeholders together to work on the implementation of the standards in [insert your country] is our first step towards achieving these ambitious goals. We would appreciate if you support our Call to Action for Newborn  Health in Europe which has been signed by Members of the European Parliament and further key stakeholders. Your encouragement would support our cause in [specify Parliament/organsiation/society]. Our organisation, friends and volunteers are taking this message out, but your voice would make all the difference. As you being a key person with a great interest in future developments in [Health/Society], we would very much welcome the opportunity to discuss the aims of this initiative with you and to explore further ways of working together on this important issue that has a vital impact on future generations.
I will, if I may, follow-up with your office to see if there may be an [opportunity to meet/organise a roundtable] in the coming weeks to discuss further details on how to improve the Standards in our country.
Thank you for your time and we are looking forward to meeting you.
Yours sincerely,
[Insert title, your name and name of your organistion]
